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Telephone Systems.—-The 2,479 telephone systems existing in 1926 (Table 73) 
include the three large provincial systems in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, 
and two smaller governmental systems in Ontario, together with the system operated 
by the Parks Branch of the Dominion Department of the Interior. There were also 
142 municipal systems, the largest operated by the cities of Edmonton, Fort William 
and Port Arthur. Out of the 1,560 co-operative telephone companies, no fewer 
than 1,187 are in Saskatchewan alone, and 209 in Nova Scotia. Besides the abovey 

there were 490 stock companies, 107 partnership and 174 private systems. 
The steady growth of the use of telephones from 1911 on is indicated in the 

summary statistics of Table 72, showing an increase from 302,759 in 1911 to 1,201,008 
in 1926, or from 4-2 to 12-8 telephones per 100 of the population. By provinces, 
the number of telephones in 1926 was as follows:—Ontario 533,192, Quebec 240,914, 
British Columbia, 106,701, Saskatchewan 102,894, Manitoba 71,272, Alberta 
70,996, Nova Scotia 40,104, New Brunswick 30,237, Prince Edward Island 4,562, 
Yukon Territory 136. The number of instruments per 100 estimated population 
was as follows:—British Columbia 18-8, Ontario 17-0, Saskatchewan 12-5, Alberta 
11-8, Manitoba 11-2, Quebec 9-4, Nova Scotia 7-4, New Brunswick 7-4, and 
Prince Edward Island 5-2. In the proportion of telephones to population Canada 
as a whole, with 12-8 telephones per 100 population, ranks second to the United 
States, which has 15-0 telephones per 100 population. 

Statistics of the number of telephone companies reporting to the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics are given in Tables 73 and 74. Special attention may be 
given to the growth of co-operative companies. 

72.—Progress of Telephones in Canada, years ended June! 
1919-1926. 
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73.—Number of Telephone Companies in Canada, by Provinces , Dec. 31 1926. 
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Total 6 143 490 1,560 107 174 2,479 


